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Dr Ric Charlesworth AO
CitWA

Former Kookaburras Head Coach, Mentor &
Leadership Speaker

Known around the world for his excellence in coaching
hockey and considered one of the Australia’s greatest
coaching minds, Dr Ric Charlesworth is a former
captain of the Australian Hockey Team and the Western
Australian State Hockey Team and Cricket Team.

A doctor of medicine with an honorary Science degree
and an Arts degree majoring in philosophy and history.
He played hockey for Australia for a record 17 years
and played first class cricket for nearly a decade.

He was elected a member of Federal parliament in 1983 and retired 10 years later. His plans to
pursue medicine were diverted when he took on the position of National Coach of the Australian
Women’s Hockey Team from 1993 to 2000. Between 2009 and 2014 he coached the Men’s team.

He is the author of 5 books on coaching and team management.

In four World Cups and three Olympic Games as coach of Australia Ric’s teams won Gold on 6
occasions and once won bronze. They won 8 of 9 Champions Trophy tournaments and 2
Commonwealth Games Gold medals… this is a record never equalled in the sport. Between 1994
and 2014 Ric was ‘Coach of the Year’ 8 times!

Given that in the last 60 years Australia has won five Hockey World Cups and four Olympic Gold
Medals (nine in total), Ric’s involvement in seven of these as a coach or player is an extraordinary
contribution to the sport.

Between 2022 to 2024 Ric worked in China assisting the Chinese national team to win the Asian
Games in October 2023 and to secure a silver medal in Paris in August. The team ranked 14th in
2022 made a meteoric rise in the game to lose in the Olympic final in a sudden death shootout.

Ric Charlesworth talks about:

Leadership
Embracing change with preparation
Teamwork & team building
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Motivation
Continuous Improvement by all
Developing a successful culture

Testimonials

“ Thank you for an outstanding presentation. To address us for nearly 1½ hours and to be able
to hear a pin drop, not only illustrates a remarkable presentation style but content of
enormous interest which translated well to retail managers setting and achieving their
business goals.

- Australian Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd

“ You certainly are an inspiration … You could feel the difference the following week throughout
the company — the move to greater unity and getting on with the job.

- Zip Industries

“ Richard Charlesworth knows how to turn the ‘art of possible’ into the ‘art of the probable’ and
dramatically increase the changes of getting to the top.

- British Airways

“ Ric hit the spot, adding a little 'je ne sais quoi' to our leadership workshop. I will recommend
him to colleagues looking for a speaker / or to conduct a workshop on leadership in the future.

- Woodside Energy Limited
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